
Distributed by:
Virginia Agricultural Statistics Service

P.O. Box 1659
Richmond, VA 23218-1659

Phone (804) 771-2493
FAX Number (804) 771-2651
http://www.nass.usda.gov/va

Steven Manheimer, State Statistician

LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 1,247 NA 1,255 692
1940 851 NA 1,451 325
1945 1,209 NA 1,615 303
1950 1,208 432 2,056 520
1954 1,914 402 3,332 281
1959 1,396 331 2,994 322
1964 1,471 299 1,823 259
1969 1,411 259 2,822 89
1974  808 5 3,004 37
1978 1,030 ---- 1,977 (D)
1982 598 (D) 1,693 (D)
1987 474 (D) 557 (D)
1992 478 20 4 (D)
1997 281 ---- 2 (D)

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 70 71 84

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 3,135 2,259 1,281
Grains 2,949 2,168 1,098
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage (D) ---- (D)
Other field crops ---- ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons (D) (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) ----
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) ---- (D)
Forest Products Sold 1 (D) 23

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 79 203 278

Poultry and products (D) ---- (D)
Dairy products ---- (D) ----
Cattle and calves 4 191 183
Hogs and pigs 1 ---- 93
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- (D) (D)
Other livestock and         
  products (D) (D) ----

Total income from sales: 3,214 2,462 1,559

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 15 21 15

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 7 29 60 24 11 1 1 133
1978 13 24 58 25 8 4 1 133
1982 6 30 43 12 13 2 1 106
1987 6 14 39 13 9 3 ---- 84
1992 4 19 27 12 3 6 3 71

1997 3 15 27 7 3 3 ---- 70
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 45 38 42
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 39 33 28

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 2 ---- ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 7 7 7
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 13 17 12
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 18 10 12
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 23 27 20
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 21 20 23
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 54 55 58
NA  Not available.   ----  Represents zero.
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LANCASTER
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Lancaster County is located on the Northern Neck of
Virginia, a peninsula situated between the Potomac and
Rappahannock Rivers.  Formed in 1651 from part of
Northumberland, Lancaster is one of 12 Virginia counties named for
English shires. 

 One of the smaller counties in the state, Lancaster has a
land area of only 85,216 acres.  About 20 percent, or 17,199 acres,
of this land was in farms in 1997.  According to the 1997 Census of
Agriculture, there were 70 farms in the area, each averaging 246
acres in size and worth an average of $538,787, including land and
buildings.

The topography of Lancaster is relatively low and level, and
includes more than 52,000 acres of woodland.  The climate is mild
and the frost-free growing season is long, averaging  212 days
usually extending between April 5 and  November 3.  Annual
precipitation for the area averages over 45 inches.  The sandy loam
soils with clay subsoils found in the county are typical of the
Tidewater region.

Agriculture is an important industry in Lancaster, along with
commercial fisheries and food processing.  In 1997, crops accounted
for almost 98 percent of the value of all farm products sold.
Livestock, poultry, and poultry products suppled the remaining 2
percent.

In 1990, the estimated county population was 10,896.  The
total gross personal income that year was $247.0 million, or an
average of $22,654 per capita.

Kilmarnock is the only incorporated town in the county.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 993 47,869 41 11,766 4,053 5,259 482 NA 23,454
1940 700 38,353 54 11,117 3,584 2,729 NA NA NA
1945 738 38,496 63 13,127 3,897 1,811 646 NA 16,846
1950 627 38,148 125 11,207 2,085 2,049 1,066 NA 18,874
1954 446 33,376 141 13,226 693 1,348 1,520 NA 15,422
1959 253 26,730 248 14,748 389 684 951 NA 8,936
1964 181 23,138 278 12,311 1,592 574 698 384 5,159
1969 170 26,468 414 15,092 1,932 1,054 468 1,457 3,427
1974 2/ 133 24,663 769 16,324 516 828 2,420 391 2,803
1978 133 26,745 1,019 16,973 1,041 493 169 228 7,039
1982 106 21,683 1,242 15,602 119 744 (D) (D) (D)
1987 84 18,724 1,149 11,715 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D)
1992 71 19,657 1,186 11,882 1,255 576 422 306 4,731
1997 70 17,199 2,193 12,896 377 377 67 289 2,862
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  
(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 604 111,598 35 965 NA NA
1950 2/ 232 35,753 15 1,432 NA NA
1954 3/ 1 10,500 8 2,549 NA NA
1959 3/ 2 2,100 ---- ---- NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 2 (D) NA NA
1969 4/ 1 1,691 ---- ---- 8 4,941
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 4 2,950
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 (D)
1982 ---- ---- 1 (D) 1 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----

1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 5,213 22.2 115,893 1,381 16.2 22,357 1,998 NA NA
1940 4,460 25.6 114,194 1,110 17.3 19,161 NA NA 6,873
1945 3,655 26.8 97,774 1,605 19.6 31,383 NA NA 21,513
1950 3,619 37.9 137,171 884 19.5 17,231 3,615 17.5 63,291
1954 3,435 29.7 101,994 903 23.6 21,301 6,244 11.5 71,860
1959 2/ 4,561 46.3 211,086 1,380 26.4 36,453 7,096 19.1 135,378
1964 3,430 63.3 217,225 1,227 29.1 35,654 6,778 18.2 123,575
1969 4,922 77.6 381,783 1,510 50.5 76,196 7,140 21.4 152,894
1974 5,973 95.8 572,445 3,667 36.9 135,292 8,880 21.9 194,874
1978 7,043 83.8 590,043 1,116 30.9 34,538 8,390 27.9 233,813
1982 5,690 104.6 595,315 2,827 34.0 95,999 9,590 28.6 274,401
1987 3,150 63.9 201,293 2,023 47.5 96,186 6,855 18.2 125,027
1992 3,570 124.3 443,682 2,318 51.6 119,551 7,760 26.3 204,318
1997 4,179 102.7 429,253 3,078 58.9 181,260 7,661 24.6 188,516

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 1,400 86 2,138 73 1,600 99 1,197 121 16,951 67 8,917
1940 1,019 239 6,758 204 4,872 91 1,053 95 7,258 71 9,512
1945 1,072 685 20,632 294 7,596 115 2,017 94 7,489 58 6,368
1950 594 449 13,358 332 9,492 89 1,237 34 5,764 14 3,319
1954 399 815 30,448 832 27,814 190 2,605 9 3,402 2 1,321
1959 318 429 18,093 630 23,081 87 1,711 6 341 2 552
1964 419 287 11,599 705 31,567 91 2,056 NA 24 4 372
1969 194 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 173 NA NA NA NA NA NA 2 184 1 115
1978 153 36 1,470 3,236 167,614 NA NA (D) (D) (D) (D)
1982 43 NA NA 2,587 146,189 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 48 NA NA 923 56,733 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 26 NA NA 1,184 77,146 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 41 NA NA 1,141 75,992 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 3,096 113 195 945 1,168 18 20
1940 2,531 30 73 1,382 1,702 33 29
1945 3,619 68 129 1,629 1,621 606 570
1950 1,756 130 319 1,161 1,483 27 40
1954 1,508 131 232 970 959 62 83
1959 921 61 116 790 1,139 25 35
1964 857 3 8 795 1,133 2 1
1969 838 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 231 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 439 34 88 260 400 70 (D)
1982 155 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA
1987 99 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA
1992 93 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA
1997 179 NA NA (D) (D) NA NA

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms
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